
                     
 

REASON-SCIENCE –EVIDENCE–BIBLE:  

THE BEST OF FRIENDS   by Pastor Clay Olsen 

 

   Colossians 2:8 - See to it that no one takes you 

captive through philosophy and empty deception, 

according to the tradition of men, according to the 

elementary principles of the world, rather than 

according to Christ. NASU 

  

   Everyone has a philosophy about something, a 

way in which he or she interprets his or her world 

and thinks about it.  The issue: what is the basis of 

your philosophy?  Plus, it is important to know that 

every philosophy is a religious position of belief.  

   All people are religious, in that all people have 

beliefs about and devotions to something and/or 

someone.  It is never a matter of who is a religious 

person or not, but what are their beliefs based upon 

about all of life?  On what authority do they base 

their beliefs, God’s authority or their own authority, 

or some other rival to God?  Here at the Chapel, we 

often point out that the Christian’s role is to help 

people place their beliefs and devotions in the final 

authority of God and His revelation of the Bible. 

  The understanding that God created a religious 

world and that all people are religious also helps us 

understand that the person next door or down the 

street who does not go to church does not do so 

because he or she is not religious. They are 

religious.  But they do not go to church because 

their religious beliefs do not involve the church. 

They are religiously devoted to some other belief 

system that doesn’t include the church for them, or 

they could also just be resisting the Lordship of 

Christ over their life.  But, back to ‘reason and 

evidence and faith’… 

   One of the reasons the ‘Church’ as a whole has 

become less effective in influencing our culture is 

that many Christians have let humanists steal the 

platform of ‘reason’ and ‘evidence’.  Humanists 

have led people to believe that religion is simply 

some ‘leap of faith’, whereas humanistic rational is 

based upon evidence.  However, just the opposite is 

true!  Biblical Christianity is based upon rock solid 

evidence, whereas humanistic rational is based upon 

‘leaps of unreasonable faith’ in relation to their 

interpretation of the evidence.  ‘Faith’ and ‘Reason’ 

are not independent things.  Rather, everyone 

constantly applies faith to whatever he or she 

believes about life.  For example, the humanist is 

applying faith that his reasoning about evolution is 

true.  The Christian is also applying faith that his 

reasoning about Creation is true. The difference is: 

who decides what is truth, man or God?  As 

Creation researcher and author Ken Ham points out; 

“Creation is a faith that fits the facts, whereas 

evolution is a faith the facts have failed.” (Well 

put…)  All knowledge and reason involves faith.  It 

is crucial to know that unbelievers are applying 

faith in whatever they believe.  Christians are 

applying faith as well, but the difference is in the 

object of their faith; that being ‘God and His 

revealed Word’, rather than man and his finite and 

faulty understanding.  The source of truth is God, 

and the object of true faith is the God of all truth! 

   Remember, since “truth” is ultimately a Person, 

all that is true can be traced back to and will be 

traced back to its source, God.   And that is why 

faith, reason, science, evidence and the Bible are all 

best of friends. 

 

John 14:6 – I am the Way the Truth and the Light.  

No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

NIV 

 

Truth n Quality or state of being true or accurate or 

honest or sincere or loyal…in accordance with fact 

or reality, not false or erroneous.  (CONCISE 

OXFORD DICTIONARY 1976) 
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      THE LIGHTHOUSE 
                             … casting abroad the light of Christ 



CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE UPDATE 

   by Robert Kornegay, Construction Committee 

Chairman 

   The completion date of the construction contract 

with Jordan Building Company is fast approaching, 

and the most of the work covered under the contract 

has been completed or is near completion.  Our 

contractor, Chuck Jordan, has done a commendable 

job insuring the project has proceeded both on 

schedule and within the budget.   

   I do want to update you on recent project 

developments and several issues that need our 

prayers.  The painting of the new construction areas 

is progressing well and the carpeting and tile is near 

completion.  Obviously the storm-water runoff 

grading and the paving of the new parking area 

have been completed and the Building and Grounds 

committee is coordinating the irrigation and 

landscaping project not included in the Jordan 

contract. The electricity to the new facility has been 

turned on, the lights are working, and the air 

conditioning is up and running.  At the time of this 

writing (July 29
th

 Congregational Meeting), there 

are still a few jobs awaiting supplies or equipment 

deliveries, including, but not limited to: 

 The installation of the stall dividers and 

mirrors in the new men and women’s 

bathrooms.   

 The installation of the new fiberglass steeple 

on the new sanctuary. 

 The installation of the fire hydrant at the 

parking entrance. 

 The installation of the platform lift in the 

new sanctuary. 

 The installation of the new seating in the 

new sanctuary. 

 The staining and sealing of the Courtyard 

concrete floor. 

 The completion and testing of the audio-

video systems. 

   

   Once the final work is complete, the final 

inspection is approved, and the certificate of 

occupancy is in hand, we can then begin moving the 

pulpit furnishings and the musical instruments into 

the new sanctuary and prepare the grounds and 

facilities for the Dedication and Open House service 

now scheduled for the fourth Sunday in September.   

   Please pray that the materials and supplies will be 

delivered soon, so that the subcontractors can 

complete their work safely and promptly.  We are 

getting down to the finishing touches, and please 

continue to pray that the Lord will provide all the 

funds we need to complete this project with as little 

debt as possible.  We are particularly thankful for 

the careful financial stewardship and oversight 

provided by the Board of Trustees over both the 

new construction and the renovations projects. 

 

TRUSTEE BOARD REPORT 

  by Mark Anderson, Trustee Chairman 

   The second quarter was a good one for the church.  

Offerings exceeded budget by just under $6,000, or 

10.6%, and expenses of $48,157 were well below 

our budget estimate of $55,813.  As you may recall, 

we incurred a number of expenses in the first 

quarter, both expected and unexpected, resulting in 

expenses exceeding budget by just over $33,000 for 

that period.  Fortunately, we had sufficient cash 

reserves to weather the storm and still retain a 

comfortable liquidity cushion.   

   Year to date, we are about $6,000 ahead of budget 

on offerings, and expenses now exceed budget by 

roughly $20,000, which is much better than the 

deficit in the first quarter.  Our goal for the year 

should be sufficient offerings to cover our expenses, 

and managing costs as closely as possible.  It is 

likely that our expenses for the year will be slightly 

above budget due to some permanent increases in 

costs associated with our addition and, most 

notably, significantly higher insurance premiums. 

   The majority of the Trustees’ attention of late has 

been on assuring that we have adequate funding to 

support the completion of our construction project, 

both new building and remodeling.  At this juncture, 

things are on track, with some costs coming in 

below budget, and others higher.  The net effect is 

that, in general, costs have been a little lower than 

expected, affording us the latitude to do other, 

necessary things associated with this endeavor. 

   Thanks to all for your spiritual and financial 

support of our wonderful church family! 

 

CHAPEL BY THE SEA RENOVATION  

  by Paul Monroe, Chairman, Building & Grounds 

   Several months ago, as the new construction was 

moving along, it was decided that the Building and 

Grounds Committee would be responsible for the 

renovation of the existing Sanctuary, kitchen, 

offices, classrooms, restrooms and hallways.  We 

started with the kitchen, working with the 

Decorating Committee, expanded it by removing a 

wall and adding another wall between it and what 



will be the new nursery; took out a door; and, added 

a door into the Courtyard (multipurpose room). We 

added new cabinets, new flooring and paint, and a 

center island, and more than tripled the electrical 

outlets.   We now have one of the nicest kitchens in 

eastern North Carolina.  We have started changing 
classrooms into offices and offices into classrooms.  

There will be a large overhaul of the existing 

Sanctuary, as there will be six rooms built in there.  

There will be another children’s classroom, a large 

youth room, a library, an adult classroom, a large 

choir room and a storage room.  All of this is being 

accomplished by the men, women and youth of 

Chapel By the Sea. Our sub-contractors are 

electrical by G.A. Electric, flooring by Eastman’s 

Carpets, HVAC by Carteret Heating and Cooling, 

sheet rock by Coastal Dry Wall, kitchen cabinets by 

Carolina Cabinets, and building materials from 

Walston Hardware. 

   It is important to remember that many members of 

Chapel By The Sea have been and are continuing to 

help with the renovations.  We usually start around 

8:30 a.m. each day and do have times in the 

evenings so that those that cannot help during the 

day have a chance to join in on the fun.  We can use 

all of the help that we can get, as there is a lot to do 

in a short time.  We do not discriminate; we accept 

and welcome anyone who can use a hammer, screw 

driver, saw, wrecking bar, paint brush, or is good at 

cleaning up what we mess up.  There is much to be 

done by willing hands.  

   Since there will be a new curriculum for the 

children’s classes, much of the materials are being 

taken out of the class rooms and, if not needed, will 

be given to other Christian outreach groups.   

   All of our pews have been spoken for.  One of the 

nine- foot pews will be recovered and used in the 

new foyer.  The other nine foot pew is being 

purchased by a church member.  The thirteen foot 

pews are going to local chapels, homes, and to 

Church members. 

   Our grounds and landscaping are almost 

complete.  We have new sod on the yard, an 

irrigation system under ground, our natural area in 

front and on the South side of building have been 

laid out with a crushed red brick bed.  The well for 

the irrigation system will be in, so that we can keep 

everything green. 

   We have storm panels for the new addition of the 

Church in a storage room. There will be instructions 

given on the installation of the panels. 

 

DEDICATION OF AND OPEN HOUSE FOR 

OUR NEW BUILDING SEPTEMBER 23, 2012 

   by Jeanette Buckham 

   Ever since I can remember, Chapel ByThe Sea 

has been praying for and looking forward to 

building on to our church.  I started coming to the 

Chapel in 1991 when we moved from Long Island, 

New York to Emerald Isle.  Since then, I was made 

aware of plans of buying land, finding ways to 

properly use what we had and honor the Lord in 

reaching out to the local community. Other Chapel 

members, that have attended here long before 1991, 

can testify to this longing to be able to have a larger 

area to accommodate our urge to teach and share 

God’s word with as many as would come to visit 

with us.  It has been a long and arduous route that 

we have taken, always relying on the Lord to guide 

us on His path for our future.  Sometimes, many of 

us wondered if we had come upon a wrong turning!   

   Here we are now to celebrate coming together in 

this new building that we have added to our old 

Chapel area.  We are inviting as many who may 

wish to attend from our Emerald Isle community to 

share this time of praise and thankfulness with us.  

Our church chefs will be preparing finger food to 

share after the Sunday dedication message.  We will 

be able to enjoy the fruits of the labor of our 

dedicated members and also the good work of the 

Jordan Construction Company that built our new 

sturdy facility.   

   We have still much to do to “resurrect” our older 

area.  It will continue to be challenging as we move 

offices, the nursery, choir and teaching rooms to 

make way for the careful restructuring of what the 

Lord gave us to start with back in the 1960’s.  Each 

week, as I enter into the new and walk back to the 

old area, I see much has been accomplished during 

that preceding week.  If you happen to come during 

the week, you will see the ongoing activity and 

sense the camaraderie among our workers.   

   So this is not only a dedication of a new building, 

but it is an ongoing dedication.  We will be daily 

putting out the good foot, proceeding ahead giving 

our tithes, time and talents back to the Lord, the 

One who loves us best, knows our needs and the 

abilities He has given to each here.  Let us continue 

to pray for His guidance and His care over all as we 

journey on with Him.  Let’s come together with our 

thanks to Him and celebrate on September 23
rd

. 

 

 

 



OUR ELDERS BOARD 

   by Ron Webb, Chairman 

 

   The Elder board (Clay Olsen, Robert Kornegay, 

Mike Hyden, Doug Sheaffer, Bob Smith, Roger 

Ricketts and Ron Webb) has been meeting on a 

monthly basis during this past quarter. As always, 

our meetings begin with a discussion of any 

physical/medical or spiritual needs we are aware of 

in our congregation, praying for them and working 

to coordinate assistance for those needs.  Our 

meetings continue to include discussions related to 

the new building and renovations, plans for 

groundbreaking, open house and the community 

outreach effort planned for prior to the opening. 

Pastor Clay and I attended the quarterly Trustee 

Board meeting, to be present during discussions 

related to the church's budget, funding for the new 

construction and renovations, etc.  

   Our most recent quarterly congregational meeting 

was held on July 29th. Besides departmental 

reports, there was some discussion about 

landscaping, sodding/seeding, irrigation system and 

a well to be dug. 

  During the past months, there have been 

presentations related to a new fundraising project, 

using engraved bricks for our new walkway. An 

order was placed and the brick walkway was 

constructed in late July, including seventy one 

engraved bricks.  The engraved brick program will 

be an ongoing, fund-raising project for years to 

come or until we completely replace the 1,500 

blank bricks now in the walkway.  We will place 

our next order no later than October 15th, so please 

turn in your order form soon accompanied by your 

$150 check made out to Chapel by the Sea and 

noted for “building fund brick”.  So far, more than 

$10,000 has been deposited to the Building Fund 

from this ongoing program. If you have any 

questions or suggestions about this project, please 

contact me through the church office. 

   A collection for the One Another Ministry will be 

taken soon, so we may have funds available for 

financial needs of our members and those closely 

associated with our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOCK, KNOCK 
   By Robert Kornegay, Associate Pastor 
                      WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY 

Someday it will happen to you. You are 

about to sit down for a late breakfast on a 

Saturday morning. The French toast smells 

delicious! A glass of orange juice and a cup 

of coffee will make the start of a great day. 

You pour the syrup and prepare to take that 

tasty first bite, when there is a knock on your 

door. Perhaps it’s the neighbor’s child 

asking for your daughter. Maybe it’s the guy 

next door who would like to borrow your 

Craftsman Tools — again. You open the 

door and . . . oh! . . . it’s the Mormons or the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

 

   The above excerpt is the introduction to the 

apologetics book Behold I Stand At The Door, 

written by Dr. Michael R. Licona, and is the 

primary text for the course Counterfeit Faiths, 

offered this autumn.  

The Wednesday evening Biblical Worldview 

Institute is designed to train and equip believers to 

better demonstrate, declare, and defend the 

historical Christian faith.  This summer Pastor Clay 

lead a fascinating study of the foundational 

doctrines of Christian theology.   
   From September 12th to November 14th, I will lead 
the Counterfeit Faiths course that will meet at the 

church each Wednesday evening at 7:00 - 8:30 pm.  

The purpose of the study is to compare the truth 

claims of the Mormons and the Jehovah Witnesses 

to that of Evangelical Christianity to equip you to 

“give an answer to all who ask about the hope you 

have within you.”   

   The course is free; however the class size is 

limited, so please register by September 1
st
 to insure 

you receive a study guide.  The course is open to all 

Christian adults – from senior high to senior saints – 

as well as your friends, co-workers, and neighbors; 

however priority will be given to Chapel members. 
 
                   ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

   Each Sunday morning at 9:00, a faithful group of 

“Jesus followers” gathers at the Chapel to learn how 

“to know God and to make Him known.”  We are 

currently midway through the third and final study 

of the foundational truths of the Holy Trinity. 

Perhaps you are afraid to get too close to the Holy 

Spirit because He might make you do something 

weird.  Or, perhaps you are totally confused about 

the role of third Person of the Trinity in your life.  



   Months ago we began with the character, 

attributes, and nature of God the Father.  We then 

examined the evidence of God the Son in all the 

books of the Bible.  Our current study follows an 

inspiring graphic presentation of the 32 biblical 

names of God the Spirit.  We have 17 names to go, 

so it’s not too late to join us on the journey! 

   Then our Adult Sunday school study this winter 

will examine the seemingly archaic idea of Virtue. 

Do you consider yourself a virtuous person? Can 

virtue be taught? We will concentrate on the four 

cardinal virtues of justice, wisdom, courage, and 

moderation.  We will then explore the three 

theological virtues of faith, hope, and love.   

   Our study guide will be drawn from the Holy 

Scriptures and the insightful book Back To Virtue 

by Dr. Peter Kreeft, the noted Christian writer, 

philosopher, and apologist. If you are committed to 

life-long learning, please make plans to join us for 

this enlightening and encouraging study. 

   I hope you will avail yourself to the many 

educational opportunities offered at the Chapel to 

help you “grow in the knowledge and grace of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  May God richly 

bless you as you abide in Him. 
 

YOUR CHOIR IS CALLING! 

   by Angela Padgett 

   God doesn't call the equipped...He equips the 

called! 

   We all see examples of this throughout scripture, 

but I see this happen each and every week.  I don't 

have a voice from heaven, I really can't even carry a 

tune in a bucket, but God uses me each and every 

Sunday as my voice blends with the other choir 

voices to make a joyful noise unto our Lord and 

Savior.  And each time someone says to me, "That 

was beautiful!", I realize just how He equips me, as 

I offer a sacrifice of praise to sing a beautiful 

message that gives glory to His name.  I truly enjoy 

working to prepare each week an offering of praise. 

The Chapel choir is a wonderful family, and we 

would love to have you come and work with us as 

well.  So, if you feel the urge to come and join us, 

just do it, and He will do the rest! 
 

YES!  A LIBRARY ROOM by Jeanette Buckham 

    The need and longing to have a church library at 

the Chapel is about to be fulfilled.  As in everything 

else here, we have worked with what we had.  

Books stored in the church secretary’s office, then 

out into our little foyer, but never a room to keep 

our books organized and tracked properly.   

   Now here comes the next chapter that we need to 

think about.  To set up this library properly we will 

need to review books, catalog, shelve, and much 

more in order to function as a real library. Please 

pray and think about if this is something you would 

be willing to donate a tithe of your time. 

    When you fill out your form to update your 

individual information this Fall, be ready to declare 

what you feel the Lord is leading you to do.  I’m 

praying, thinking, and watching to see what God 

will do as we enter our new and renewed areas that 

He has provided.  Yes!  We are turning the page of 

this new chapter at Chapel By The Sea.  

 

THE SALVATION ARMY  by Audrey Mercer 

   I am sure we all have heard about the Salvation 

Army, probably all of our lives.  My Grandmother 

left England as a girl, and when she landed in 

Halifax, Canada, they were waiting at the dock 

available to anyone in need.  I was always told, if 

you want to help any organization, let it be the 

Salvation Army. 

   We, as a Chapel family, have tried to do that.  

Providing food items for their pantry is on our 

priority list.  We are careful to make sure the items 

are still in date.  We take our clothing to them, so 

they can resell so they can add to their cash that 

they hand out to help folks that need a meal or a 

place to lay their head for a night and, we also make 

contributions when possible. 

   Not long ago the News Times had information on 

the different organizations--the expenses that they 

have to pay out of their gross receipts each month.  

Salvation Army had the least over-head and some (I 

will not call any names) have very large payroll 

responsibilities. 

   We, here at the Chapel, have pledged to help them 

by placing a cardboard box at the back of the 

Sanctuary where we all can help by placing non-

perishable food items.  I personally check it weekly 

and take the contents to the Salvation Army in 

Morehead City.  It doesn’t take a lot if everyone 

will do a little something.  So if you could 

remember to buy a little extra when you do your 

grocery shopping and slip it into the box, that would 

be a very good thing. 

   Thanks so much for all you do.  We are our 

brother’s keeper, especially today with folks being 

unemployed and all of the other things that put 

hardships upon us. 



WOMEN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

   by Wendy Meier 

   The Women’s Ministry Committees met on 

August 26th , following a summer break during the 

months of May through July.  It was good to get 

together to fellowship and enjoy a delicious lunch, 

and to begin planning for one of our upcoming 

Chapel events, the dedication of our church on the 

23rd of September.  The Women’s Ministry is 

planning to serve light hors -d’oeuvres, finger 

foods, desserts, tea and coffee and will be 

contacting our congregation for volunteers to assist 

us with providing food and to remind them of this 

special event.  We welcome everyone to join us in 

this wonderful celebration of our new church in our 

fellowship hall. 

   As we look forward to our church dedication, we 

would like to say thank you to our building 

committee who has spent many hours working to 

build, remodel and design the furnishings for our 

church. We are so very thankful for our new 

sanctuary, spacious new fellowship hall and kitchen 

and other new amenities and look forward to the 

completion of the renovation of our remaining 

church. Thank you so much for your dedication and 

hard work. 

   In support of the ongoing building and remodeling 

of our church, Women’s Ministry continues to sell 

our great cookbook, Cooking Emerald Isle Style II. 

This cookbook has wonderful recipes from the 

ladies of our church and is a great addition to any 

household kitchen and it is a great conversation 

piece too!  Please help us to continue selling 

our cookbook. The cookbooks are $15 each and we 

would like to sell the remaining cookbooks (we still 

have approximately 375) as soon as possible.  

Please contact Paige Taylor or Wendy Meier if you 

would like to purchase a cookbook or know of a 

business, workplace or event where our cookbooks 

could be placed for sale. The cookbooks make great 

gifts for any occasion and the sale of the cookbook 

goes to support our building fund. 

   Through the summer months the Women’s 

Ministry Committees have been busy.  At 

the end of July, we honored Pastor Clay and family 

for 25 years of service to Emerald Isle Chapel by 

the Sea. The celebration dinner was a culmination 

of many months of planning and preparing for this 

special night. Thank you to all the ladies of the 

Women’s Ministry who helped to make this 

evening a very special time of sweet fellowship and 

appreciation for Pastor Clay and Sharon and their 

family.  The Women’s Ministry Committees serve 

the Chapel yearlong in numerous ways that are a 

blessing to our Chapel by the Sea, our members and 

our community.  Thank you to all the committees 

for your dedication and service to our Lord and 

Chapel by the Sea. 

   Looking towards Fall, we are assisting with the 

planning of our Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat 

which is planned for Sunday, October 28th at 

Chapel by the Sea.  More information will follow. 

Our next Women’s Ministry meeting will be held 

on September 30th after the church service. We 

welcome all ladies who attend our church to join us 

for fellowship and lunch and to join with us in 

service to our Lord at Chapel by the Sea. 

 

 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE 

CELEBRATION  by Cathy Sheaffer 

   March 2012 marked Pastor Clay Olsen’s 25 years 

of service here at Chapel By The Sea.  Our church 

celebrated with a special service where Sharon 

Olsen’s father, Don Gregory, spoke, people in the 

congregation expressed their thanks, a poem was 

read, and special music was sung.  We enjoyed 

seeing pictures from the last 25 years viewed on a 

slide show.  Mayor Art Schools presented our 

Pastor with a key to the Town of Emerald Isle. 

 People from the congregation had donated money 

for Pastor Clay to purchase a desk for his new office 

and for a beautiful Emerald Isle bracelet and 

flowers, which were presented to Pastor’s wife, 

Sharon Olsen.  There was a reception following 

with cake and coffee. 

   The ‘Twenty-five Years of Service Celebration 

Dinner’ was held the end of July when Sara Gealy, 

their daughter, was home from Thailand.  We had a 

large variety of lasagnas for dinner with assorted 

chocolate desserts, Pastor Clay’s favorites.  About 

130 people attended the celebration as we continue 

the outpouring of love toward Pastor Clay and his 

family for their faithful years of service.  We 

enjoyed having Mayor Art Schools also attended 

the dinner and his gracious comments about Pastor 

and our church. 

   Presentations were made for a tree that will be 

planted in honor of Pastor Clay. The Pastor’s office 

will be named in his honor, and a book of photos 

showing their time at the Chapel was given to them.  

A copy of this will be in our foyer for all to see. 

   Through those years they have been there for us 

teaching, guiding, listening, loving, encouraging, 



comforting and laughing with us.   We have been 

blessed to have a Godly Pastor and family here for 

us as our shepherd and friend. 

 

"TRUNK OR TREAT" - COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH  by Sarah Mitchell 

          Sunday - October 28th  

   What an exciting time to be at Chapel by the Sea! 

The new facility is nearly ready to be occupied. The 

invitations are going out to the community to come 

and see what the Lord has built and is doing at 

Chapel by the Sea at the open house.  Soon to 

follow will be the renovations of the existing 

facility to new classrooms where God's word can be 

taught to young and old alike.  What better way to 

reach out to the community than to offer "Trunk or 

Treat" to them.  "Trunk or Treat" is a safe way for 

kids to go "Trick or Treating" without the trickery. 

Our hopes are to have as many of our church family 

members as possible to fill up the parking lot with 

vehicles with trunks full of candy for young and old 

alike.  Then local families can bring their children 

to go from car to car to fill their bags with goodies. 

Decorating the car trunk, costumes (fun – not 

goblins, witches, etc.) are optional. 

   Hopefully, the excitement of what the Lord is 

doing will so fill the parking lot that many who 

come will want to come back to see what it is all 

about.  We will have information about the 

programs of the church as well as seasonal tracts to 

get God's word in their hands along with all the 

sugary sweets.  The plans are to have a Chili/Soup 

dinner for our church family before the Trunk or 

Treat, so mark your calendars and plan to be a part 

of this event. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

   by Beth Bernhardt 

   Our church is experiencing a lot of exciting 

changes this fall, and our children's ministry is 

thrilled to be a part of it! The leadership spent many 

hours in prayer and conversation about how to best 

meet the needs of both the children that regularly 

attend and those visiting. Although our goal is to 

give parents peace of mind to enjoy the regular 

service, we don't want to simply babysit. Our main 

goal is to disciple each and every child who walks 

into a classroom, and that is why we're making 

changes to both the age groups and curriculum.  

   The children’s church that meets during the entire 

service from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. will no longer be 

ages 3-5, but will now be ages 2 and 3 only. The 

curriculum that has been chosen will teach the 

children a theme about God's word, His love, and 

our need for Him! We plan on having this hour be 

one filled with music, snacks, playtime, and a Bible 

story taught on the level that they can understand.  

   The children's church group that is dismissed right 

before Pastor begins preaching will no longer be for 

ages 6-8 but will now be ages 4-8. They will be 

participating in the curriculum by Answers in 

Genesis that our entire Sunday School is using and 

is based on the Biblical foundation of God's word. 

The teachers and helpers for these classes have 

already been chosen and assigned, so we're asking 

every parent that does not have a child within this 

age group and has not been asked to help to keep 

them in the service.  If a child is too old for a class 

or has not been asked to be a helper, they will be 

asked to leave the class to return to the service.  We 

appreciate everyone understanding these changes, 

and we are very excited to see these changes take 

place! 

 

YOUTH GROUP – SUMMER MISSION 

   by Sarah Mitchell 

            Tribulation & Hurricanes 

   My heart is heavy as I begin to write about our 

2012 Youth Mission Week and the Hurricane Irene 

recovery work that our team did in July. Not 

because our week ended abruptly when an 

incredible virus hit the team like a wild fire, but 

because of the news that Hurricane Isaac has 

pounded the same areas that were devastated seven 

years ago to the day by Hurricane Katrina. We sent   

two teams to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, in the 

summers following the storm and met some truly 

remarkable people trying to pick up the pieces of 

their lives.  Now it seems they could be having to 

do the same again. The Lord tells us in John 16:33, 

These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you 

may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 

but take courage; I have overcome   the world.  My 

prayer is that the people in the Gulf Coast will know 

His peace and find the courage to get up once again 

following this latest storm. I also pray for those who 

will once again be called in to help them recover 

and rebuild. 

   Now, let’s get back to reporting on this year’s 

mission week. Once again the team that God put 

together to work in Pamlico County was 

AWESOME.  Being so close to home allowed 

several adults and teens who were unable to work 

the entire week, the freedom to come and assist as 



their work schedule allowed.  Fifteen of us stayed at 

the Bayboro Missionary Baptist Church the entire 

week in luxurious church classrooms on air 

mattresses and cots.  We took showers in a shower 

trailer in the church parking lot. We did have air 

conditioning in the church but not in the shower 

trailer, and it got hot. You took a cold shower then 

tried to get dried off and dressed as soon as 

possible, so you did not bake as if in a small oven. It 

was great! Seven additional teens and adults came 

and helped throughout the week. We painted the 

inside of a house. We moved a handicap ramp from 

one house to another, rebuilt a porch roof that had 

been ripped off in the storm, then mudded and 

sanded sheetrock in a third house. Our group also 

helped out throughout the week keeping the 

facilities clean and taking out the trash. There was 

another group of thirty-seven staying at the church, 

so there was a LOT of trash. We got a lot of work 

done in 4 days. Our plans were to work 5, but a 

stomach virus crippled our team on Thursday night 

and we had to contact parents to come and pick up 

the teens on Friday morning to leave a day early. 

We do not know why it happened the way it did, but 

we do know that God is always in control, and it 

was part of His plan. 

   There is still much work to be done in Pamlico 

County. There are still people who are not in their 

homes. It has been a year ago this week that Irene 

hit eastern North Carolina.  I pray for that peace and 

courage for those in Pamlico County as well.  Our 

theme for the week was Plugged In, and we focused 

on staying plugged into God all the time like a 

lamp, not having to get re-charged like a cell phone 

that runs down. Maybe you will see one of the  

T-Shirts around sometime. I hope that it will remind 

you to stay plugged in to God as well and to pray 

for those who have been through tribulation and 

hurricanes.  

 

MISSIONARY UPDATES 

 

Gene & Marilyn Ahrens, Wycliffe JAARS 

Center, North Carolina 

JAARS Center 

   Thank You for your prayers, especially as I 

(Gene) am learning for the most part a new work as 

part of my assignment. The most challenging part of 

the new job is learning the presentation (the guided 

tour) for groups who come through the two Bible 

Translation Museums. 

   A most interesting man stopped in for a visit. I 

first chatted a little with him. Soon he was asking 

me if Wycliffe could use a linguist who was almost 

fifty years old (he did not look that old). Ted is well 

qualified, with a seminary degree and training in 

linguistics. Just in a brief talk with him I felt his 

situation was special and I needed additional input 

from the recruitment staff at JAARS. While talking 

with Ted, we learned that he does not personally 

know the Lord, and he learned that knowing the 

Lord is the driving force behind Wycliffe’s work. 

As he was leaving the Alphabet Museum with a 

number of pamphlets and information, Ted 

commented, “I don’t usually enjoy going to 

museum, but this one is awesome.” He needs to 

know the Lord, then he can use his gifting with 

Wycliffe. Proverbs 9:10,  The fear of the LORD is 

the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the 

Holy One is understanding. We are praying that 

Ted will come to know the Lord personally. 

   Each guest who comes to the museum is 

encouraged to sign our guest book. In that 

book is a column for “Comments”. I so enjoy 

looking through past pages. So many comments, 

like: Awesome place, Great, Excellent, Informative, 

Beautiful Amazing Presentation, to name a few 

comments. These comments are an encouragement 

as I do my part to help them understand the 

importance of Bible Translation. 

   I have been studying several weeks: listening to 

tapes, reading different presentations to get ready 

for the first tour that I will lead. It would not have 

been my choice for my first tour to be a group of 

primary school kids who, part way through the tour, 

started acting like they had ants in their pants (boys 

at least- HA!). No! All things considered they were 

pretty well behaved.  It is interesting that this first 

group was from the Good Shepherd School. Oh 

Yes! Isn’t it Wonderful that our Lord is The Good 

Shepherd? He will help me to sharpen up on my 

tour skills and He will continue to help me to gain 

wisdom and understanding. In closing, a couple 

Scriptures that have been a blessing to me, and I 

know will be to you also: 

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding. . . 

Prroverbs3:6 …in all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 19:8 He who gets wisdom loves his own 

soul; he who cherishes understanding prospers. 

Thank You for your prayers and faithful financial 

support. 



Mark & Terry Barnes, New Tribes Mission, 

Florida 

    Greetings, from a very warm and wet Florida. 

These past couple months have been very active 

with meetings, mission conferences and camps.  A 

highlight was being the camp missionaries for a 

week at Camp Gilead for the sixth year in a row.  It 

is so thrilling to watch God work in their tender 

hearts and to see them make decisions for Christ.  

There were some exciting moments when Tropical 

Storm Debbie brought a tornado our way and we all 

had to bunker down in the brick gymnasium that 

night.  Then several of the kids got sick that week 

and were kind enough to share it with us!  So we 

both came home very sick with the flu.   

   Mark is up in Louisiana this week helping his 

parents pack up their home and move to Michigan.  

We’re so thankful that we’re able to help family 

now that we live state-side.  Then we’ll be spending 

a week with our oldest son Mark and his wife Kim 

in Little Rock, Arkansas,to help celebrate his 

thirtieth birthday.  It’s hard to believe we’re old 

enough to have a thirty-year-old son! 

    We would appreciate your prayers for two young 

couples that we’re mentoring right now.  Both 

couples are interested in becoming missionaries and 

have asked us to meet with them.  It’s a joy to hear 

their heart and vision and to be able to give a little 

guidance.   One other prayer request we have is 

financial.  This past month we‘ve had some 

emergencies adding up to over $3000.  We know 

God is able – He has never failed us yet!  But please 

partner with us in praying for God to supply this 

need. 

   We want to thank each of you at Chapel by the 

Sea for your years of faithful support and prayers.  

Thank you for partnering with us – you are such a 

vital part of this ministry.  

 

Paul & Beverly Currin, Instituto Biblico 

Evangelico Italiano, Romo, Italy, Global 

Outreach International 

   We are now back in harness, ready and counting 

on God’s grace to meet the challenges in the 

upcoming ministry year. 

   Concerning Bev’s ministry with Bible Study 

Fellowship’s Rome Evening Women’s Class, the 

year-end sharing night on June 18 was a great 

blessing for her as she heard the women share from 

their hearts what God has been doing in their lives 

through the studies.  With regard to the challenges 

for the next year, please pray for class growth and 

that every leadership position will be filled for the 

study of Genesis beginning in September.  They 

would love to reach out to more Italian women and 

children. 

   The Italian Bible Institute will kick off its new 

distance learning program this Fall.  This means 

that all of the courses for our Bachelor’s degree in 

Theology (accredited by the European Evangelical 

Accrediting Association) will now be available to 

students who will be able to study in a variety of 

modes that do not require them to leave their 

present family, ministry, and work responsibilities.  

This will provide opportunities for accredited, 

college-level, biblical training to whole new groups 

of people.  Until now, such people who were unable 

to attend the resident school program could only 

complete a one-year certificate in Biblical Studies 

by means of distance learning.  Now they can 

complete the entire program and receive a college 

diploma through this approach.  We envision that 

this will be a great blessing to the Italian believers 

and churches. 

   This new program will not be without its 

challenges.  We would really like to make a good 

strong start with committed and gifted students in 

the initial group.  Our various professors and I have 

had to rework our courses in order to adapt them to 

the new methodologies of distance learning and to 

make more effective use of available technologies 

to facilitate and enhance learning.  I have reworked 

my course “Principles of Exegesis” since this is the 

prerequisite to most of my other courses and must 

be taught well in the new distance format.  Praise 

God that our support and ministry accounts are fully 

funded, and I have been able to purchase some the 

needed online instructional materials.  

   In this new approach, the students will 

occasionally travel to our library in Rome to do 

research.  They will have made sacrifices of time 

and money to come, so it is essential that they find a 

well-ordered library.  I am planning to put our 

catalog of library resources online so that the 

students can know beforehand what is available in 

their study field.   

   Praise God I was able to purchase additional 

shelving for the library with funds from our 

ministry account despite serious financial pressures 

on our Bible College during this transition.  I had 

been forced to stack the new books on desks! 

   As we face these new challenges, it is a blessing 

to have your prayers and financial support to 

comfort and aid us.   



 
Pete & Charity Rogers, New Tribes Mission, 

Mozambique, Africa 

   The whole month of May Charity was in South 

Africa for some doctor’s appointments and a 

surgery. We praise God for healthy check-ups and a 

speedy recovery.  

   Pete’s motorcycle continues to need to be 

repaired.  Thanks to different friends, it looks like 

we’ll have the necessary parts from South Africa 

this month.   Pete has been using Charity’s 

motorcycle in the meantime, but looks forward to 

riding his again. Riding motorcycles has saved us a 

lot of money in fuel each month but safety as we 

ride and dodge potholes, animals, vehicles and 

people is a big issue. 

    Pete also continues to stay busy with office 

technical help, keeping up on security issues in the 

area and safety, helping out in practical ways with 

missionaries.  He is also co-teaching a new 

believers’ class at church.  Charity continues to find 

ways helping people with hospitality, watching 

children while the family moves, having people in 

our home for meals, and occasionally supply buying 

for co-workers in the bush.  She is almost done with 

the kindergarten school year with Asher.   

    We would really appreciate your prayers.  The 

first week in August started with a phone call at 

12:30 a.m. asking me to quickly go get the police.  

Our friends had 10 – 12 men outside their door, 

armed with machetes, trying to break in.  Here, if 

the police are going to come we must go get them.  

They do not have many vehicles or gas like we are 

used to in our home country.  We showed up, and 

there were already two other friends there.  The 

thieves had fled.  After the police left, I returned 

home, too.  I was just getting into bed when I 

received an urgent call.  Another friend was being 

attacked and the men were almost through the final 

door into the house.  I rushed to the house with 

several other friends. We arrived moments too late.  

They had already broken the door down and cut our 

friend badly on his forearm.  He required an 

emergency evacuation to a neighboring country.  

His muscle, tendons and nerves have all been 

reattached with surgery.  I was very pleased it only 

took the Evacuation flight nine hours to get here 

this time.  That is down from twelve.  Please pray 

for the emotional healing of his family.  We saw the 

children off yesterday.  Three of them are in the 

youth group we host and lead every week.  They are 

going back to our home country for their dad’s 

physical rehabilitation and the family’s emotional  

healing too.  Unfortunately, these types of attacks 

are not isolated, but on the rise.  One of my 

responsibilities here is to interact with these 

situations and to work on prevention.  Please pray 

for me that I will be wise beyond my wisdom.  

Please pray for our safety as we are forced to 

confront these situations.  Pray that the ten-to- 

twelve men involved will be confronted with the 

gospel in the days ahead and that their very beings 

will be made new, that they will become powerful 

testimonies of God’s grace.  

   In our last update, I mentioned how happy we 

were to be moving to an affordable house.  That 

house is on the property where the first attack 

occurred this past week.  The owner has decided 

that he wants to employ an armed guard service. We 

were heartbroken.  The service is $2000+ every 

month.  There is no way we can afford that.  We 

have no say in the decision, but we bear part of the 

financial obligation.   Upon writing the last update, 

we felt that an increase of $1000 in support per 

month would get us back above the red.  After this 

week we are faced with another financial reality.  

Houses (simple houses that have spells of no 

running water or electricity) cost around $1000 per 

month.  This will be another $700 per month that 

we need to raise to live here.   

     Charity and I don’t know what to do.  We are 

thankful that God does.  Since we arrived in 

Mozambique six years ago, our living and ministry 

costs have continued to grow.  While we were on 

furlough, we were able to get our support back up to 

what it was normally. Our current level of support 

does not cover our expenditures.  One of our 

greatest needs right now, is for at least twenty-five 

new supporters at $40 a month to get our support to 

where it covers our expenditures.  We currently 

receive less than 65% of our recommended support.  

Would you please pray with us that God would 

supply these needs?  Please consider sharing this 

ministry with others you think would be interested.  

We long to stay here and continue to impact lives 

for Christ. Thank you for your prayers and loving 

support.  Pete, Charity, Noah, Asher and Renata 

 



Linda Snider, Mercy Ships International, 

Regional Development Manager 

          Togo, 2012: Five Months of Miracles 

   2012 was off to a challenging start when the 

Africa Mercy arrived in Lome’, Togo on January 

5th.  Over the next five months, with the love, skill 

and compassion of the Mercy Ships crew, the blind 

see, the lame walk, and thousands more know the 

message of a loving God. 

   The Mercy Vision program helped reduce 

blindness in Togo by performing 794 eye surgeries 

and providing ophthalmic training to three Togolese 

surgeons. 

   In just four months, an amazing 315 maxillofacial 

surgeries were provided, including thirty-four cleft 

lip and/or palate repairs.  Another three Togolese 

maxillofacial surgeons received OR mentoring from 

Mercy Ship’s Maxillofacial Surgeon, Dr. Gary 

Parker. 

   The Reconstructing Hope program that provides 

plastic reconstructive surgeries changed the lives of 

sixty-one patients who received seventy-two 

specialized plastic surgeries.  Almost 1000 physical 

and occupational therapy services were also 

provided. 

Hernia repairs constituted most of the general 

surgeries that were provided to 222 adults and forty-

nine children. 

   The lives of forty-nine women who had suffered 

with vesico-vaginal fistulas were dramatically 

changed through the Mercy Ships initiative to 

improve women’s health.  Most of these women can 

now return to life with their families, free of 

taunting and ostracism resulting from their former 

uncontrollable leakage of urine.  

   Mercy Ships had served previously in Togo in 

2010, so a return to Togo presented the opportunity 

to follow-up on many patients.   

The Togo Smiles program performed 9,688 

procedures for 4,649 residents.  Basic oral health 

education was provided to school children, and 150 

prisoners in a local prison also received dental care.  

Two hundred refugees were the beneficiaries of a 

two-day extreme dental outreach at the Peace 

Refuge Camp. 

   Through conferences, counseling and training, 

another 2500 community and church leaders, health 

care workers and agricultural teachers benefited 

from training that will help prosper the needs of 

Togo long after the Africa Mercy’s departure. 

   Mercy Ships also contributed to Togo’s 

infrastructure by facilitating renovations at two 

health care facilities and equipment ranging from 

surgical equipment, wheel chairs and walkers, audio 

visual equipment, books, video tapes, beds and 

computers were donated to clinics, hospitals, 

schools, churches and even the government. 

   We are proud, too, that the message of a loving 

God was presented to over twelve thousand 

Togolese residents! 

   How is all this possible?  It is only possible 

because of our dedicated and faithful crew on the 

Africa Mercy, and the amazing commitment of 

those who work in Mercy Ships National Offices 

throughout the world and at the International 

Operations Center in Texas.  And it takes you.  

Without your financial and prayer support far less 

would be possible.  Thank you for caring. 

Linda Snider, your representative for Mercy Ships. 

 

Eleanor Tuccelli, New Tribes Mission (Retired 

4/2003-Served in New Guinea) Sanford, Florida 

   Several workers for the Good News Jail & Prison 

Ministry need prayer!  Connie (the man in charge of 

the graders) needs cataract surgery, but due to his 

bad heart (he is 81), the doctors won't do it, so he 

has to use a magnifying glass to correct the Bible 

lessons.  Another grader, Carl, fell and broke his 

hip, so he won't be grading for a few weeks.  One of 

the jail chaplains has the singles, so he couldn't 

bring us lessons to grade yesterday.   Last week, we 

only had three graders, including me. And for the 

past three weeks, my right arm has been hurting 

with rotor cuff pain--it hurts more holding it up to 

correct the lessons. 

   I just got finished reading Gracia Burnham's book, 

In the Presence of My Enemies”, (New Tribes 

Missionary hostage in the Philippines).  Reviewing 

what I wrote in the above paragraph, each one of 

our trials seemed so small when compared to what 

she and her husband (he was killed) went through 

during their year of captivity!  "Oh Lord, let us look 

beyond our little earthly trials to the joy set before 

us!" 

 

Note:    Our church secretary has a list of all our 

missionaries that provides their missionary outreach 

and address and it is available to you.  If you would 

like to “adopt a missionary” and give a more one-

on-one time of prayer and encouragement to them, 

you may do this through cards, e-mails and gifts as 

you feel led.  It is a very rewarding experience.    


