
                      

 

 

 

“NEVER IN VAIN” 

   by Pastor Clay Olsen 

 

1 Corinthians 15:58, ―Therefore, my beloved 

brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 

your toil is not in vain in the Lord.‖ NASU 

 

   Much of life is lived with a focus on how things 

‗work out‘.  How like our God to place much of the 

focus on life on how things are ‗worked in‘ to 

whatever we are hoping will ‗work out‘.  We make 

much of tallying up results in life. God makes much 

of the toil that is put into whatever it is we are 

trying to tally up. His record book of His people‘s 

‗good works‘ is filled not only with their good 

accomplishments, but also with, or rather especially 

with, their good efforts, good attempts, and good 

intents as well.  As the Perfect Parent, He 

commends and credits His children‘s toil, just like 

He does their triumphs. 

   ―Never in Vain‖ is a motto that Christians have 

the privilege of placing over everything they have 

ever attempted that was intended to bless God and 

bless others.  Even as we embark on building a new 

facility at the Chapel and renovate the existing 

facility of the Chapel, these words ―Never in Vain‖ 

hang encouragingly over every effort and every idea 

and every dollar that has ever been offered.  God 

recognizes, over the many years, the many past 

members and friends of the Chapel, as well as 

present members and friends of the Chapel, the 

deeds that were intended to bless God and bless 

others.  Offerings from us are always perceived as 

valuable gifts to God regardless of how we perceive 

their outcome. 

   God instructs us in Ephesians 6:7-8 (NASU), 

―With good will render service, as to the Lord, and 

not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each 

one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, 

whether slave or free.‖  Ephesians 6:7-8 NASU 

Why would God want us to know how anxious 

isreward us for our efforts to bless others as well 

outco  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whether slave or free.‖ 

   Why would God want us to know how anxious He 

is to reward us for our efforts to bless others as well 

as the outcome that blessed others?  Could it be 

because He knows that our nature is to evaluate the 

external things of life to determine if we think that 

they were worth the effort according to the results 

we see?  That answer is pretty evident.  This trait in 

us is to be ‗occupied with the externals‘ in life is 

evident even in the way we think of the work of 

‗Prayer‘: ―Prayer changes things,‖ we say.  And so 

it does.  And we look for those results.  And yet 

God uses prayer not only to change things, but to 

especially change us! 

   How like our God to value ‗whatever good thing 

each one does‘ in His children from their triumphs 

to even their tears, from their achievements to even 

their attempts, and from their works of faith to even 

their works at being faithful.  ―Never in Vain‖ is the 

believer‘s banner.  And it is intended by God to 

inspire us to never think of anything offered to God 

as having been in vain or done in vain.  Rather, we 

are assured that all our faithful works count for both 

now and for eternity, regardless of how they have 

appeared to work out for now. 

   So let us each press on abounding in our efforts of 

faith, giving of ourselves, contributing to needy 

causes, and caring for needs of others knowing that 

our toil is not, is never in vain.  Our toil is recorded 

by God and ready to be rewarded to us. 

 

REMINDER  from Pastor Clay 

 

   We have a Wednesday night Bible study series 

going on, since many of our Life Groups break for 

the summer.  The series is, ―Things Christians 

Should Know About Ten Foundational Doctrines‖.   

Take a mid-week break and study with us in the 

sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  
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THE POWER TO OVERCOME 

   By Robert Kornegay, Assistant Pastor 

 
   Have you ever experienced a frustrating time in your 

life when again and again you tried to do something you 

knew was right and found it hard going? Why do we 

struggle so in this life?  What are we up against?  

    

   The Bible is the only book that accurately explains the 

persistence and harmfulness of evil.  Jesus tells us this 

opposition is from the Devil and that ―he is a liar and a 

murderer.‖  He deceives and he kills.  The Apostle Paul 

tells us in Ephesians 6:12, ―Our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms.‖ 

   

   You probably haven‘t heard that kind of answer to 

your problems on Oprah or Dr. Phil, have you?  

Theologian Ray Stedman wrote that only the Bible 

reveals this truth: that it is not people who are the 

problem, but the spiritual forces of evil that prevail in 

the world. That is why we are frequently warned against 

the corrupting influence of ―the world, the flesh, and the 

Devil!‖ 

  

  The Apostle Paul wrote personally about his struggle 

against satanic oppression when he confessed in the 7th 

chapter of Romans: ―For I do not understand what I am 

doing, because I do not practice what I want to do, but I 

do what I hate.‖  He went on about the challenge that is 

common to all of us – the battle between the law of sin 

and the law of grace.  Paul then answers his own lament 

of ―Who will rescue me from this body of death?‖ by 

declaring, ―I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!‖ 

  

 Paul also writes that there are three things we need to 

know about this reality: 

 

First, and most important, satanic opposition is 

permitted by God.  That is called God‘s permissive will.  

As we will see it is very different than His perfect will.  

In the book of Job, we learn that Satan had to ask God 

for permission to afflict Job‘s body.  Job lost everything 

– his home, his family, even his health.  And God 

allowed it to happen.  It isn‘t until the end of the book 

that we discover what was accomplished by that 

suffering.   

 

Second, God permits suffering for a purpose that is often 

hidden from our understanding at the time of the 

suffering.  A friend was talking the other night about his 

experiences at Parris Island as a young Marine recruit.  

He said he was terrified of his drill instructor and hated 

every minute of boot camp.  But once he stepped off the 

plane in Vietnam, he quickly understood why his time of 

momentary suffering was the necessary preparation to 

help him overcome the hardships awaiting him.  That‘s 

because opposition is an effective method of training.  

Affliction, suffering, pain, and heartache are often God‘s 

way of getting our attention.  You may have paid little 

attention to God until you suffered a time of great 

distress; then you began to hear what He was saying to 

you.  God uses opposition not only to train us, but also to 

give us an opportunity to overcome trials, to rise above 

them. 

 

Finally, satanic opposition underscores the value of 

believers.  The fact is that the world, the flesh, and the 

Devil are attempting to destroy us because we uniquely 

bear the image of God.  The good news is that in all of 

creation there is no other being just like you. But the bad 

news is that God‘s image in us was marred by Adam‘s 

willful rebellion against God.  

    

   God had provided Adam with everything he 

needed to live eternally with Him, but Adam chose 

to make his own way through life separated from 

God.  Adam acted in opposition to God‘s perfect 

will and the awful consequences of his choice have 

reverberated down through his generations. Today 

we continue to believe the satanic lie that we can 

determine right from wrong – that we are perfectly 

capable of ourselves without God‘s help.  As Dr. 

Phil would say, ―So how‘s that working out for 

you?‖ 

    

    Fortunately, in the fullness of time, God provided 

His precious Son to overcome death and open the 

way back to Jehovah Jirah, God our Provider.  Then 

even a self-righteous zealot like Paul recognized his 

only hope in prevailing against satanic opposition 

was through Jesus Christ.  That is the New 

Covenant of grace in Christ.  Jesus said He did not 

come to destroy the Old Covenant of Law – rather, 

He came to fulfill the Law. Tragically, many 

Christians today choose to live in bondage to the 

Law rather than in the liberty of God‘s grace.  
  

   So are we living now relying on the provision of man 

in Adam, or the provision of God in Jesus?  Are we 

living under God‘s law or under God‘s grace? Like Paul 

we may have received Christ as our Savior, yet we 

continue to struggle in our own strength against satanic 

opposition. Only when we accept Jesus as our Savior 

and our Lord will we begin to comprehend the power 

and provision of His merciful grace. May God richly 

bless you. 

 



PHASE 11 FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 

TIMELINE  by Robert Kornegay, Construction 

Committee Chairman 

   The decade-long preparations for the construction 

of the new Sanctuary and renovation of the existing 

facilities are detailed below.  Over the years we 

have made our plans, but God has been faithfully 

directing our steps.  As we come to the end of the 

planning stage and prepare to launch the 

construction phase of this project, we affirm our 

complete dependence on His grace and guidance in 

every aspect of this project. 

2001-2004:  

The Chapel entered into discussions with the Town 

and the Mclean Estate. 

The Mclean Estate deeded the land E and N of the 

Chapel to the Town for Mclean Park. 

The Chapel agreed to build a paved parking area on 

the Town Property in exchange for inclusion of the 

Town property in our storm-water run off 

calculations. 

The Town Manager recommended Burnette 

Architects. 

Design and Finance committees were organized. 

Burnette Architects was retained to work with the 

Design committee. 

Plans were developed for a detached Sanctuary with 

a large paved parking lot. 

The estimated cost of the new construction, parking, 

and renovations was $2 million. 

The Finance committee developed and launched the 

Phase III fund-raising plan. 

2005-2008:  

The Finance committee raised approx. $250K to 

increase the Building Fund to $500K received, with 

an additional $60K pledged. 

The Town received a grant to purchase property to 

the West of the Chapel property. 

The Town dropped its plans for Mclean Park and 

began planning a boat-launch facility. 

The Town withdrew the Park property from the 

Chapel‘s pervious/impervious calculations, but 

agreed to enlarge their retaining pond to contain our 

storm-water runoff. 

The Town deeded the driveway and adjacent grass 

field to the Chapel. 

The Town agreed to allow the Chapel to continue to 

overflow park on the grass field. 

The AEC setback regulations were more strictly 

reinterpreted. 

The global banking crisis damaged the national and 

local economies. 

A Construction committee was formed to review 

and revise the Phase III plan. 

2009-2011: 

The Construction committee revised the 

construction plan to comply with the new 

circumstances regarding the environmental 

regulations and economic conditions. 

Burnette Architects was released and Larry Hartsell 

volunteered his design services. 

The County reissued the Chapel‘s expired septic 

system permit. 

The paved parking area was revised to comply with 

town, state, and federal regulations. 

The fixed seating in the new Sanctuary was revised 

(with extra space for temporary seating) to comply 

with the new paved parking area.  The Courtyard 

will become a multi-use room and the existing 

facility will be renovated into offices, classrooms, 

etc., according to the priorities of the Facility Needs 

Survey. 

The bid proposal packages were distributed to five 

reputable NC general contractors. 

Three contractors submitted bid proposals for the 

revised Phase III plan. 

The Construction committee reviewed the bids, 

eliminated the high and the low bids, and voted 

unanimously to recommend Jordan Building 

Company of Emerald Isle. 

The Jordan Building Company bid for the new 

construction is $650,000.00. 

The Construction committee is developing the 

renovation plans for the existing facility. 

The current estimated cost of renovations is 

$100,000.00 (with volunteer labor). 

The new construction is scheduled to begin in 

September 2011, and is to be completed in April 

2012.  The renovation work will begin once the new 

construction is completed. 

The Elder Board and the Trustee Board have 

endorsed the revised Phase III plan and 

recommended the Finance Committee extend the 

fundraising effort to raise an additional $250K to 

cover the total costs for the new construction, the 

renovations, equipment and furnishings, and 

increased operating expenses. 

The revised Phase III plan drawings were presented 

at the Sunday, May 15, quarterly congregation 

meeting and displayed in the Fellowship Room for 

review and comments. 

At a special congregation meeting on Sunday, May 

29, the membership overwhelmingly approved the 



Construction committee recommendation of Jordan 

Building Company to construct the new facilities. 

   The Construction committee is meeting with the 

contractor to develop the building specifications and 

the construction contract.  The committee is also 

meeting with the department and committee leaders 

to develop the renovation floor plan, the renovation 

budget, and the renovation timeline.  Once the 

renovation plan is completed a decorating 

committee will be called to determine the schedule 

of finishes. 

   By the end of the summer, our goal is to have all 

the details complete and the permits received so that 

construction can begin and proceed without 

interruption.  It will be a challenge for us to 

continue to use the existing facilities while the new 

construction proceeds, however, we trust God will 

give us the grace and protection we need to 

overcome the hardships.   

   Most importantly, we need a strong and faithful 

covering of prayer over the months ahead.  Despite 

our most careful efforts, there are always 

unforeseen obstacles to be overcome.  Please pray 

that God will help us demonstrate true brotherly 

love as we seek to build His Kingdom at Chapel By 

The Sea. 
 

ELDER BOARD NEWS 

   By Ron Webb, Elder Board Chairman 

 

   Our current Elder Board consists of Pastor Clay 

Olsen, Associate Pastor Robert Kornegay, Mike 

Hyden, Roger Ricketts,, Doug Sheaffer and myself, 

Ron Webb.  We welcomed Mike Hyden to our 

Elder Board in May of this year.  Each of the five 

lay elders has a care list of members and those 

closely associated and regularly attending the 

Chapel.  The lists are posted on a bulletin board in 

the office hallway. 

   Our meetings for the past few months have been 

dominated by discussions about the new building.  

We discussed the Chapel‘s constitution briefly and 

it was decided to meet with a few of the church 

leaders to review some of the changes that will be 

proposed.  A date has not yet been set to present the 

proposed changes to the congregation.  We have 

started planning our men‘s retreat scheduled for this 

November. 

   We continually share information with each other 

about any physical, medical and spiritual needs we 

become aware of in our congregation, pray for them 

and seek ways to assist with those needs.  As Elder 

Board Chairman, I attend the trustee meetings along 

with Pastor Clay and Associate Pastor Kornegay. 

    Do check and make sure you have the name and 

phone number of your Elder.  Post it on your 

bulletin board at home or wherever is handy for 

you.  We humbly wish to serve you as God directs.   

 

THE “ONE ANOTHER” MINISTRY 

   by Ron Webb, Chairman 

 

James 2: 15-17  “Suppose there are brothers and 

sisters who need clothes and don‟t have enough to 

eat. What good is there in saying to them, “God 

Bless You! Keep warm and eat well!” – if you don‟t 

give them the necessities of life? So it is with faith: 

if it is alone and includes no actions, then it is 

dead.” 

    

   This special ministry, at Chapel By The Sea, 

serves our members and those closely associated 

with our church. The members of the ministry 

committee are Beverly Schock, Joanne Norman and 

Ron Webb, with our Pastor Clay Olsen providing 

support and guidance.  

   The ministry‘s purpose is to serve our Church 

family by providing limited financial assistance to 

those in crisis situations by: teaching budgeting 

methods, guiding in job searches, showing ways to 

make use of community, federal, state and county 

public assistance programs with resources available 

for finances, food, and clothing.     

   Another service we are developing is an exchange 

of information about services and goods or items 

offered or needed by means of a bulletin board in 

office hallway and postings on the Chapel‘s web 

site.  For example, members could list work or 

services they need and could pay for such as 

painting, yard work, small jobs or transportation.  

Items for sale or donation could be household items, 

appliances, clothing, and furniture.  

   This committee may be reached by contacting the 

church secretary, the committee members directly 

or through the church's web site. There is 

information, also, on the hallway bulletin board that 

offers forms you can fill out that will be forwarded 

to us. 

   We want to be made aware of those in need by the 

individuals themselves or through friends aware of 

the need.  Then we can determine the level of 

assistance we can provide.  Remember that 

confidentiality is important so, if contacting us for a 



friend, ask them first if they would like you to make 

this contact.  

   Each quarter, after our Sunday Communion 

Service, we pass the collection plate a second time 

for funds exclusively for this ministry.  You are 

welcome to contribute to this fund anytime. Please 

indicate in the note section of your check or on your 

envelope ―One Another Ministry‖. We appreciate 

the money already given.  Through your generosity, 

we have been able to provide financial assistance to 

several church families.  

 

NURSING HOME MINISTRY 

  by Audrey Mercer    
   This Chapel ministry started over 20 years ago.  

We originally visited the facility on Penny Lane in 

Morehead City.  Then a new building was built on 

Bridges Street Extension to accommodate the 

increasing need for larger and better facilities.  We 

now visit the residents at Crystal Bluff 

Rehabilitation & Health Care Center and see many 

dear people we have come to know as a part of our 

Chapel family.  It is a pleasure to see them have the 

accommodation of beautifully decorated rooms with 

private bathrooms and televisions.   

    We meet with the residents in the dining room to 

have refreshments and sing as Judy Stewart 

accompanies us on the baby grand piano.  The 

residents are happy to have us spend time with them 

and join with them to sing the old hymns.  We 

notice the staff and visitors singing along with us as 

they walk the halls to visit or do their chores.  One 

of the kitchen staff workers will find a reason to 

join us and sing harmony with the resident minister, 

Hilda Reels.  The hymns we all seem to know give 

pleasure as we tap our feet and clap our hands--

singing about Jesus gives us a feeling of 

completeness.  ―Power in the Blood‖, ―Victory in 

Jesus‖, ―He Touched Me‖, ―The Old Rugged 

Cross‖, ―The Lighthouse ―, ―I‘ll Fly Away‖, ―Have 

a Little Talk with Jesus‖ are some of the favorite 

selections.  Here is a place you can go for an hour 

and sing praises to Our Savior and Lord.  

Sometimes I wonder, to myself, how long are we 

going to be allowed to do this. 

   Our ministry people are Anne Currin, Pat 

Cheezem, Judy and Don Mitchell, Carolyn and 

Mark Whitt, Judy Stewart, Jan Dixon and myself.  

We go every Friday morning from 10:30 to 11:30.  

The first Friday of every month we give a birthday 

party serving a cake made by Laura Hyden and ice 

cream provided by the Center.  The residents having 

a birthday during that month receive a card and 

small gift from their friends at Emerald Isle Chapel 

By The Sea.  At their meeting before Easter, the 

Chapel‘s Women‘s Ministry makes beautiful silk 

corsages for each resident wear on Easter Sunday.  

For Christmas, we remember each one with a small 

gift and sing Christmas Carols together.   

   We lack being able to visit bedridden residents 

that are unable to come to the dining room—the 

ability to give them a hug and a short visit.  We 

continue to need volunteers to be a part of this 

ministry.  As with any ministry, the members who 

serve are not always able to participate.  This is one 

of the most rewarding services that you can offer.  

Think about bringing your children during their 

summer break.  Children love older people and they 

love the children.   

   Please pray and ask God if He would like you to 

help with this ministry.  Remember that we are 

God‘s hands and feet.    

.   
 

UPDATE ON “COOKIN’ EMERALD STYLE II”, 

   by Audrey Mercer 

   I am so pleased to announce that we are now in 

our fourth year of selling our cookbook.  We have 

deposited $12,000 into our Building Fund from its 

sale the past three years.  WOW.  I thank all of you 

who have taken part in this fund-raising project.  

   God definitely has His hand on this endeavor.  

Several local businesses have opened their doors 

giving us access to their customers by offering to 

sell the books without a commission.  Amazing! 

   We are hoping to participate in the Swansboro 

Mullet Festival held in October.  It will take a lot of 

planning and volunteers to accomplish this. The 

outreach requires quite a few people to set up, bring 

the books, manage the money, man the table and 

then break down the table and bring things back to 

Chapel By The Sea.  Paige Taylor has already 

volunteered to organize this event.  Please consider 

giving some time to participate in this project.  I 

know you will not let her down. 

   Just a reminder, the cookbook is a wonderful gift 

option for someone; picking up your mail/papers; 

looking after plants/pets, or for a hostess, wedding 

shower, birthday, Christmas, a just-because—you 

name it. 

   With our new Chapel By The Sea building‘s 

projected starting date of September 4, 2011, let‘s 

Get going to make our 4
th

 year the best one yet.  We 

can do this! 



 “BUILDING FAITH IN THE FINGER 

LAKES”, 2011 Youth Mission Update 

   by Sarah Mitchell, Youth Leader 

 

   ―Building Faith in the Finger Lakes‖ is a title 

given to our mission this summer in Auburn, New 

York. On July 23rd, Chapel by the Sea will send out 

a group of 22 adults and teens on a mission to 

Auburn, New York, to assist residents in Cayuga, 

County who are elderly, disabled or otherwise 

unable to do necessary repairs to their homes. We 

will join other youth groups from New York, 

Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New Jersey,  North  

Carolina, Ohio, Alabama, Michigan, Iowa, Virginia 

and From what I have gathered, the town of Auburn 

is not that large and an additional 444 people at one 

time is a big deal. And the fact that all have come to 

help those in their community has inspired them to 

have a watermelon and ice cream welcome for all 

the youth groups and a barbecue chicken dinner on 

the evening of our arrival. The mayor also plans to 

attend our opening and closing services.  

   We will be doing everything from: interior and 

exterior painting, repairing or building porches and 

ramps, yard work and you name it.  We are 

prepared to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus.  

They have over 80 job sites lined up and we will 

have 74 teams working throughout the week.   

   We will be staying at East Middle School in a 

gym that is not air conditioned so pray for cool 

nights and days.  They said that they had a group 

work camp week in 2005 or 2006 with record heat 

of 105 degrees, and so we are praying hard that 

there is no repeat of that. They have also said that 

they are having issues with bees and to come 

prepared to deal with them.  Pray for our team as we 

work through that issue. NO stings! 

   Well, I am excited about all of the lives that will 

be impacted the week of July 23-31. We cannot 

thank our church family enough for the support that 

has been given for this mission. No matter how big 

or small your contribution was, please know that we 

pray for God to bless your life because of your 

support and that God will do amazing things in the 

lives of our team and the residents of Cayuga 

County. 

   

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY REPORT 

   By Wendy Meier 

  

   We have adopted Ephesians 2:10, NAV, as the 

verse that gives purpose to our ministry. 

―For we are God‘s workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.‖ 

      The Women‘s Ministry meets once every month 

except July, August and December.  We shelter 

many caring committees under our ―umbrella‖.  It is 

an open ministry that invites women attending the 

Chapel to come to our meetings for it is a splendid 

way to make acquaintances and learn about our 

outreaches.  Only members may serve on our 

committees and vote on proposed issues.  When you 

become a member of the Chapel, we welcome you 

to seek the outreach in which God wishes you to 

participate, 

   So far this year, we have: hosted baby showers, 

prepared meals for those recovering from illness or 

childbirth, provided transportation for doctor 

appointments, sold our ―Cookin‘Emerald Isle Style 

II‖ cookbook, served a new members coffee, had 

our annual women‘s retreat, made calls to remind 

members of upcoming covered dish events, served 

Easter sunrise breakfast, hosted and served our 

annual Town Appreciation Luncheon, and 

continued with weekly visits to residents of the 

Crystal Bluffs Rehabilitation & Nursing Center 

located in Morehead City. 

   Some of our upcoming events are: 

July 17 -  Baby Shower for Samantha Jewel Geally 

following the Sunday service.  This is Pastor Clay‘s 

granddaughter, visiting us from Thailand, so it will 

be a money-tree shower. 

July 30 -  Wedding Shower for Petra Nada and 

Drew Scheaffer, Saturday at the Chapel 10:30 a.m.. 

September 11 – Women‘s Ministry meets in the 

Fellowship Hall after Sunday church services   

September – *Mother-Daughter dinner 

October 8 & 9 - *Sale of ―Cookin‘ Good Emerald 

Isle II‖ cookbooks at the Swansboro Mullet Festival  

October  15 -Pastor Appreciation Dinner at 

Western Community Park  

October - *presentation of ―operation Christmas 

Child‖ ministry outreach 

October 8 & 9 - *Sale of ―Cookin‘ Good Emerald 

Isle II‖ cookbooks at the Swansboro Mullet Festival 

 

 



November & December – collecting and delivery 

of Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets for our 

needy families, decorate church for Christmas 

December – deliver Christmas fruit baskets to 

selected dear members 

  Please check the weekly Church bulletin for *dates 

for these events.  

   Our next meeting is scheduled for September 11,  

directly following our Sunday morning services.  

We meet in the Fellowship Hall and a luncheon will 

be served.  Mark your calendar ladies and make 

plans to attend.   Our ministries continue through 

July and August guided by our able committee 

chairs and members.  

  

 
 

 

 

 

OUR CHOIR AT CHAPEL BY THE SEA 

   By Charlton Breeden 

    When we move into our new building, the choir 

will have a well-fitted, comfortable area in which to 

serve.  Also, the sound quality will be much 

improved in this upcoming facility.   

   Now here‘s the thing.  Have you noticed that the 

quantity of the choir has been shrinking even as our 

membership is increasing?  Will you think about 

helping us with this need?  If you don‘t think you 

have a good enough voice, listen for voices around 

you as we sing praises to Our Lord together each 

Sunday morning.   Turn to that delightful voice and 

ask if they have considered joining our choir.  If 

you are the one that is on key and like to sing, invite 

yourself to join with us.  You don‘t have to be able 

to read music.  I will guide and instruct you.   

   Each week in our bulletin we remind everyone 

that we practice on Thursday evenings from 7 

o‘clock until about 8:30.  We welcome each new 

person with excitement because it is like welcoming 

you to our fellowship time.  The sound and the 

words of the music, that gives praise to Our Dear 

Lord and Savior, truly lightens our hearts.   As we 

return home with the blessing of time shared 

together in the Lord, we tend to leave with a joyful 

spirit.  Yet another example of His amazing grace.  

       I‘m sure the Lord appreciates the time and 

energy that each member of the choir offers as a 

sacrifice to the Lord.  This may be the ministry that 

is calling you.  Will you answer, ―Here am I, 

Lord‖? 

MISSIONARY  UPDATES 

 

Gene and Marilyn Ahrens with Wycliffe/SIL in 

Papua New Guinea 

Explanation of Mission Outreach 2011 

    We are members of Wycliffe/SIL and are 

currently on the island of Buka in the Autonomous 

Region of Bougainville in Papua, New Guinea. 

Gene and I arrived there April 9, 2011 and plan to 

stay until March 2012.  We are sharing the role of 

Regional Center Manager.  Our duties include 

managing the office, finance; organizing 

accommodations; keeping a backup source for 

electricity and water available; directing and 

supplying kitchen staff; supervising part-time 

employees and providing other support as 

requested. All these services are necessary to keep 

language work and Bible translation moving 

forward.  Thank you for your continued financial 

and prayer support. 

 

Tex & Cindy Barbee, Refreshing Ministries, 

Ponte Verde, Florida  

   Refreshing Ministries is, at present, helping a 

newly started church, Providence Bible Church, a 

non-denominational work. We do all the music and 

take care of the setup. We have two services. One is 

in a restaurant at 8:30 a.m. and the other is in a local 

school at 11:00 am. The first service is a church 

service and the second service has a graded Sunday 

school.   We are also ministering to two nursing 

homes each month, one is a veterans facility.  In 

addition, we guide the evening service at a local 

COG church that no longer has a  pastor.  

   Please continue to pray for our health; Cindy‘s 

blood pressure and sugar level and I am just getting 

old.  

   Love, in Christ Jesus, Our only hope 

 

Mark & Terry Barnes, New Tribes Mission 

(NTM), Florida 

   In 1985, Mark and Terry Barnes flew with their 

two young sons to Papua New Guinea to teach at 

New Tribes Mission‘s school for missionary 

children.  Their ministry also included ministering 

to the villages around their mission station in 

spiritual discipleship, public relations, and 

community development.    



   In 2006, Mark and Terry moved back to the States 

and became NTM Representatives for West Florida.  

They have a passion to see the next generation of 

NTM missionaries raised up to carry on the work of 

reaching the nations for Christ through tribal 

evangelism. They share in local churches, Bible 

studies, Christian schools, jail ministries, Bible 

colleges, children‘s church and with individuals.  

Mark does pulpit supply and speaks at mission 

conferences as needed. 

   Mark enjoys hunting and fishing. He has had 

opportunity to use his skills in the outdoors to 

mentor several young men since he has been back 

in the USA. He also plays the guitar which also 

helps reaching youngsters for Christ. 

 

Coastal Pregnancy Care Center - The Outreach 

Ministry, Morehead, NC, Christine Moody 

   The ministry of CPCC is based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 

the description of Christ‘s ministry. 

    God is really doing some exciting things here at 

CPCC.  We have a parenting/life skills program 

called Chart for the Heart with several sessions 

going on every week (563 sessions in 2010).  In 

our LIFEguard Sexual and Relational Health 

Education Program, we are in every seventh and 

ninth grade in the Carteret County School system.  

In 2010 we reached 1385 students and 1375 
adults in 243 presentations. 

   Our post abortion support program, Beacon of Hope and 

Healing, has provided 26 sessions with an opportunity for 

support and healing to those who are grieving from an 

abortion experience. 

Not only were lives touched through the above 

programs, but there were 14 individuals who were 

abortion minded and after receiving non-judgmental 

information on options decided to 

carry their pregnancies to term!  God is so good, 

and it is such a blessing to see His hand at work 

in our lives and in the lives of our clients. 

   Thank you so much for the support of Emerald 

Isle Chapel by the Sea through the years. It is truly 

an honor to partner with you in service to our Lord 

and Savior! 

 

Paul & Bev Currin, Italian Evangelical Bible 

Institute, Rome (Finocchio), Italy 

   Paul is a teacher at the Italian Bible Institute.  IBI 

is an accredited school which provides a solid, 

evangelical and interdenominational Bible training 

on the college level equipping Italians for 

leadership in various ministries.  He teaches 

primarily exegesis courses as well as exegetical 

studies in various Old and New Testament books.  

He also teaches Hebrew, Methods of Research and 

is developing the school library.  His life verse is 

Ezra 7:10.  Paul and Bev are also working with a 

small, evangelical church in the suburbs of Rome in 

a town called Mentana.  Bev has been primarily 

involved in the Rome Bible Study Fellowship as 

teaching leader and in the music ministry of the 

church.  Paul's main role in the church is in teaching 

and leadership development.  

Prayer requests and/or praises 

Please pray for Bev as she receives further training 

from Bible Study Fellowship July 11th - 15th.  Pray 

she will be well equipped to lead the studies in the 

book of Acts in the 2011-2012 ministry year and for 

good class enrollment for the fall. 

Please pray as I plan and prepare 6 messages for a 

family camp at Isola del Gran Sasso this summer 

from August 6th - 13th.  The theme of the messages 

will be "Knowing God to the point of ...". 

Please pray that God will use my sermons from the 

book of Jeremiah and the mid-week Bible study that 

I teach based on Piper's book "What Jesus Demands 

of the World" to revive and grow our little Mentana 

church.  Praise God that He has brought one of our 

church elders safely back from military service in 

Afghanistan.  We have felt his absence as a church 

and are now looking to the Lord to lead us into a 

growth phase! 

 

Rick and Linda Snider , Lexinton, NC 

Our Joyful Journey serving with Mercy Ships 

     Following a dream to live at the beach, in 1989 

we moved to Emerald Isle and purchased Sun- 

Surf Realty. Soon after we arrived in paradise, a big 

white hospital ship came to Morehead 

City and we took a tour. She stole our hearts and we 

knew that God was calling us to full-time 

mission work with Mercy Ships, but the question 

was when, so we began to pray for perfect 

timing for this truly life-changing call. 

   Eight years later, our lives were radically changed 

when we sold our business, home, cars, and 

boat and gave the dog away. We left Emerald Isle 

with one key to our name, our suitcase key. 

We were embarking on an adventure only God 

could orchestrate. 

   We spent the next 5 years living and serving on 

the Caribbean Mercy in Central America. Every 

day we saw blind people led up the gangplank of 

the ship to have cataract surgery. When their 



patch was removed from their eye the following 

day, they could see as well as you and me.  Daily 

we were reminded that God is still in the business of 

healing the blind; sometimes he usesus as His tool. 

   During our time in Central America, I served as 

Director of Health Care Services and Rick 

served as Program Officer for our well drilling 

efforts. After 5 years, God was very clear that 

our time on the Caribbean Mercy was over.  He 

opened a door for us to relocate to Rick‘s home 

town so we could be available for his parents. We 

are currently living in Lexington, NC, where 

I serve Mercy Ships as a Regional Development 

Manager and Rick is retired from Mercy Ships 

and is focusing his time with Rotary. 

   Mercy Ships is a global charity that has operated 

hospital ships in developing nations since 1978. 

Mercy Ships brings hope and healing to the 

forgotten poor by mobilizing people and resources 

worldwide, and serving all people without regard 

for race, gender, or religion. 

   Enjoy the stories and videos on our web site. Also 

discover opportunities to become part of 

Mercy Ships. www.mercyships.org 

 

Eleonor Tuccelli, New Tribes Mission, Sanford, 

Florida (Retired April 2003) 

   Chapel By the Sea prayed and supported me for 

the 40 years I served in Papua, New Guinea.  Now 

my ministry is in Sanford, Florida with the Good 

News Jail & Prison Ministry, which is an 

international ministry, founded in 1961, and is the 

largest supplier of civilian chaplains in the world.  

As a faith ministry that accepts no tax funding, 

Good News is wholly reliant on God to work 

through His people to financially support His 

ministry. 

    Many men and women at the John E. Polk 

Correctional Facility in Seminole County, where I 

live, want to study God's Word.   Each week I help 

to correct the 200 to 500 Bible lessons they study 

and send to us.  I write back to them scriptures of 

instruction and encouragement. 

   In 2010, we held 11,000 Bible classes with 15,000 

Bible lessons graded, resulting in 900 first time 

decisions for Christ.  Pray for these inmates to grow 

in the Lord. 

   "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 

the prison to them that are bound." Isaiah 61:1 

 

Life in Messiah International, Margaret, Tampa, 

Florida 

    Margaret‘s ministry is to present the whole Word 

of God to the Jewish people through her home Bible 

study and through a university outreach.  In April 

she wrote, ―I praise the Lord for a long spiritual 

conversation with Levi*, a young Orthodox Jewish 

man I met at a university outreach.  Pray he will 

read and meditate on the Hebrew/English New 

Testament he accepted and come to know Jesus as 

his Messiah.‖   She also visits ladies in their 

apartments, assisted living facilities or nursing 

homes and has individual Bible study with them 

when they are open and ready. 

   In order to protect the staff and those with whom 

they are working, a pseudo name is used and an 

asterisk placed by that name.  God knows who they 

are.  Please pray for Margaret.  She has given her 

life to this commitment.  She tells us, ―As believers, 

God has chosen us to communicate His message, 

but salvation is the work of the Lord.  And how 

diligent He is!  May we be also!‖    

 

Pete & Charity Rogers, New Tribes Mission, 

Nampula, Mozambique, Africa   
   We have been quite busy with language sessions 

and life with Mozambicans.  God has provided 

many opportunities for us to get more culture and 

language and we are grateful for that.  Charity 

tested out at Capable Mid on her evaluation of 

Language and Culture two weeks ago.  Both of us 

need to reach Capable High.  We will both be 

getting an evaluation in July.  

   We continue to ask for your prayers regarding our 

future ministry location.  Though it seems that 

moving to the city of Quelimane is still not settled. 

We do remain open to God‘s leading.  

   My (Pete‘s) Dad passed away on the 25th of May.  

I was able to go home and spend several days with 

him before he died.  For this, I am truly thankful.  

The day I arrived home in Nampula, I received a 

phone call from my mom at 3 AM to let me know 

he was gone. Before I went home to visit my dad, 

on the phone, he told me he had come to realize it is 

all about Christ. 

   The kids will finish school in July.  Next year, 

when they enroll, it will no longer be in the 

Morning Star Academy of Wycliffe Bible 

Translators, it will be in the new Rapale (Rupalee) 

International School.  

   Thank you for your prayer and financial support. 

http://www.mercyships.org/


TRUSTEE BOARD REPORT 

   by Mark Anderson, Trustee Board Chairman 

  

   The church enjoyed a good first quarter from a 

financial standpoint.  Thanks to our members and 

guests, offerings totaled $454,532, which was 

$2,313 ahead of budget.  Our budgeted expenditures 

were on track at 27% of our annual budget.  This is 

especially encouraging, as there were certain 

nonrecurring expenses in the first part of the year.  

The General Fund balance is healthy at $119,554 as 

of quarter end. 

Church Expansion Funding 

As of the end of the first quarter, our Building Fund 

balance was $505,296, and there were still about 

$60,000 in unpaid pledges.  The unpaid pledge 

balance is gradually diminishing as offerings are 

made to honor these pledges.  This means that we 

have either collected, or received commitments for 

around 75% of our expected cost for the church 

addition.  Many thanks to all of those who have 

contributed their financial resources, time and 

expertise to our expansion effort!  

    For those that may have been waiting for 

substantive progress relative to our expansion 

efforts before making additional gifts, now is the 

time to step forward and assist in helping us realize 

our dream. Opportunities are available to make a 

donation to the Building Fund in memory, or in 

honor, of a family member or friend.  You may 

contact our church secretary, Anita Parker, to make 

these arrangements.  

   It would be nice not to have a borrowing need to 

fund this endeavor.  Our worst case scenario (which 

really is not bad at all), is that the Church would 

have to borrow a relatively small amount, in the 

$150,000 range, if we do not have the funds needed 

to complete the project in hand when needed.  

Based on the financial position of the church at this 

time, we are in excellent shape if we need to go that 

route.  With God's guidance and the financial 

support of our church family, our dreams will soon 

be realized.  

   Our current Trustee Board members are:  

Mark Anderson - Trustee Chairman, Dean Barnes 

Henry Best, Larry Hartsell and Jim Taylor.  We 

meet quarterly or as necessary to move church 

matters forward. 

  

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

   by Jeff Meier 

 

   Chapel By the Sea uses age-appropriate, 

Biblically-based material and offers classes from 

nursery through adulthood.  Our teachers bring the 

message of the Bible, which is the word of God the 

Father, Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior, and the 

Holy Spirit, to all those who attend.  We welcome 

members and non-members to learn and grow in the 

love of the Lord. 

   Our current schedule is as follows: 

Sunday School Classes – 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. 

   Grades pre-K and Kindergarten 

   Grades 1 and 2 

   Grades 3 and 4 

   Grades 5 and 6 

   Grades 7 through 12 

   Adults 

Children‘s Church and Nursery – 10 to 11:15 a.m. 

   Nursery for babies and toddlers 

   Grades pre-K and Kindergarten 

Older Children‘s Church – The Pastor dismisses 

children, in grades 1 and 2, from the worship 

service before his sermon.   

      We do ask the children, in 3
rd

 grade or above, to 

attend the entire worship service.  Please have the 

students attend the class set for their age group so 

that the chosen curriculum will minister to their 

level of understanding. 

Sunday Youth Group – 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

   Grades 7 through 12 

   This group meets at the Chapel or in an 

individual‘s home for a time of fellowship and fun 

with a meal.  In addition to regular meetings the 

youth: attend concerts, sporting events and special 

church functions; participate in local community 

service projects, a summer mission trip and other 

activities throughout the year.  

Small Groups 

   The groups meet at Chapel By The Sea or an 

individual‘s home.  The group selects the time and 

day of the study and the Chapel provides study 

materials with the goal of gaining greater Christian 

maturity.  You may call Doug Sheaffer (252-393-

1441) for information about these groups.  

Vacation Bible School is offered, every summer, to 

kindergartners and 1
st
 through 6

th
 graders.   

   Please check the weekly church bulletin or call 

the church office if you require more information. 

 

 



LOVE IDENTIFIED, FULLY EXPRESSED & THAT‘S 

LIFE!  by Jeanette Buckham 

 

   When I first was told that John, in the first chapter of 

his gospel, in those first five verses, was talking about 

Jesus being right there with God at the creation, I did not 

see it.  I could not fathom it.  I surely did not want to 

take someone else‘s word for it!  I had to see it for 

myself.  So silly--I accepted the idea of the Trinity, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, but I did not see it in 

Genesis.  God was busy making heaven and earth.  Yes, 

He spoke it into existence, He said His Spirit hovered 

over the waters.  Our Father God was preparing a place 

for me and for you.  Later, His Son let us know that He 

too was preparing a place.  In John 14:2 Jesus explains 

that, in my Father‟s house are many mansions; if it were 

not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place 

for you. 

  

  Jesus is not a Boy Scout; He is a God Scout.  The 

Father in every way prepared Him.  In John 1: 1-5, we 

are told that Jesus the Christ is the embodiment of that 

love-light that God exposed us to from the beginning of 

time.  God is love—His son is the incarnate, flesh-

covered gift of the Father to us that we might see Him in 

the flesh.  How can this be?  It is only through Holy 

Love, that seems impossible for me to emulate much less 

understand, that He chooses to allow to enter into my 

heart through His Holy Sprit.   

  

  What is required of me?  In the prophet Micah‘s book, 

chapter 6: 8, Micah reveals, He has showed you, O  man, 

what is good, and what does the LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God.!  When God sent His commands to Moses, 

His first command, above all, first and fervent was, 

Exodus 20:1-3, I Am the LORD your God who brought 

you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall 

have no other God‟s before me.  He wants and demands 

a completely personal relationship.  Then in Mark 12: 

28-31 One of the teachers of the law came and heard 

them debating (this was Jesus speaking with the 

Sadducees about the resurrection).  Noticing that Jesus 

had given them a good answer, he asked Him, „Of all the 

commandments, which is the most important?‟  „The 

most important one,‟ answered Jesus. „is this: „Hear, O 

Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all your strength.‟  Then 

Jesus, Who always gives you more than you ask for, 

adds: ‗The second is this: ‗Love your neighbor as 

yourself.‟  There is no commandment greater than these.  

I am required to choose, with every breath, with every 

step, to take My Lord with me.  The world is a land of 

slavery unless I have the good Master with me to guide 

and protect me.  I am prone to lose my way.   

    I have noticed that it is easier for me to give physical 

gifts to my Lord.  Spiritually-induced gifts, are a lot 

more difficult.  I must bend to the urging of His Spirit to 

say or do something that is against my personality, 

against my nature, against my will.  I am reserved, not 

qualified to speak (you may have noticed this), in my 

own strength.  I am reminded then of the two apostles, 

on the Road to Emmaus, after the resurrection of Jesus, 

He, Jesus told them they were ―foolish and slow of 

heart‖ not to believe the prophets and proceeded to 

explain all about Himself and the Scriptures concerning 

Himself.  Jesus wished to move on, but the apostles 

wanted Him to spend more time with them.  Jesus 

abided by their wishes and served them—broke bread 

with them.  Then they recognized Him, and He 

disappeared from their sight.  In Luke 24: 32, They asked 

each other, „Were not our hearts burning within us while 

He talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures 

to us?‟     

 

    There it is—when I found and identified Jesus, In the 

beginning…, my heart burned also.  It burned with joy.  

My heart was happier then it had ever been.  How could 

I have been so foolish?  Did you notice, Jesus took time 

with the Apostles?  He left them physically and gave 

them time to contemplate all that He had discussed with 

them.  He is willing to stay with us, walk with us and 

teach us, moment by moment, when we bring Him, His 

Word, along with us. 

   

    I leave you with this from C. S. Lewis‘s 

REFLECTIONS ON THE PSALMS, Chapter 11, 

―Men (or women) can read the life of Our Lord  

(because it is a human life) as nothing but a human 

life. Just in the same way Scripture can be read as 

merely human literature . . .For what is required, on 

all these levels alike, is not merely knowledge but a 

certain insight; getting the focus right . . .One who 

contended that a poem was nothing but black marks 

on white paper would be unanswerable if he 

addressed an audience who couldn‘t read.  Look at 

it through microscopes, analyze the printer‘s ink 

and the paper, study it (in that way) as long as you 

like; you will never find something over and above 

all the products of analysis whereof you can say 

‗This is the poem‘.  Those who can read, however, 

will continue to say the poem exists . . . 

Taken by a literalist, He (Jesus) will always prove 

the most elusive of teachers.  Systems cannot keep 

up with that darting illumination.  No net less wide 

than a man‘s whole heart, nor less fine of mesh than 

love, will hold the sacred Fish.‖ 


